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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the phor art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Aral 
(US 7,516,467) in view of Florin (US 5,621 ,456). 

Regarding claim 1 , Aral teaches a method for constructing a list of 
services in a receiver suitable for receiving audio and/or video digital services 
(Fig. 14, 29, 33, 51a, 51b), comprising: 

means of storage of a first list of available services in which each service 
possesses a unique identifier, i.e. Services Description Table contains the 
transport stream ID and the service ID and Program Association Table 
containing Program IDs (Fig. 3, 12, 40, 41; Col. 28, line 40-Col. 29, line 10), 

wherein the method comprises the steps of: 

(a) recovery of a second list of services comprising for each service the 
unique identifier and at least one value of selection criterion, i.e. Event 
Information Table (BIT) includes the transport stream ID, the service ID and 
genre information (Fig. 3, 4, 12, 42-44; Col. 19, lines 3-40; Col. 23, lines 17-43); 
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(b) determination of at least one selection criterion, i.e. a user selects a 
particular program attribute or genre (Col. 31, line 39-Col. 32, line 20; Col. 32, 
line 35-Col. 33, line 10). 

Arai does not clearly teach determination of a subset of the list of services 
as a function of at least one selection criterion; (c) creation of said list of favorite 
services on the basis of the common services between the first list of available 
services and the subset of the second list of services. 

Florin teaches a method for constructing a list of favorite services in a 
receiver suitable for receiving audio and/or video digital services (Col. 10, lines 
46-63; Col. 11, lines 1-28; Col. 18, lines 9-35), comprising: 

determination of a subset of a list of services as a function of at least one 
selection criterion, i.e. redacted program guide with only programs related to the 
selected category (Col. 18, lines 9-35; Col. 18, line 61 -Col. 19, line 49); 

creation of said list of favorite services on the basis of the common 
services between a first list of available services and the subset of the list of 
services, i.e. program guide with all programs is filtered to only include programs 
from the selected category (Col. 18, lines 9-35; Col. 19, lines 25-49; Col. 20, lines 
1-14). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify Arai to include determination of a 
subset of the list of services as a function of at least one selection criterion and 
creation of said list of favorite services on the basis of the common services 
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between the first list of available services and the subset of the second list of 
services, using the well-known method of filtering a list of programs based on a 
user-selected category in order to produce a listing of programs in that category 
in combination with the program tables taught by Aral, for the purpose of 
providing a more user-friendly mechanism for consumers to view, record, and 
play back TV and AN programs (Florin-Col. 2, lines 15-33). 

Regarding claim 2, Aral in view of Florin teaches in which the first list of 
services is a list of the services available in the digital streams actually received 
by the receiver, i.e. the SDT includes data on programs currently being received 
(Arai-Col. 19, lines 3-40; Col. 23, lines 17-43; Florin-Col. 18, lines 9-35). 

Regarding claim 3, Aral in view of Florin teaches the second list comprises 
at least the services potentially receivable by the receiver and in that the first list 
is a subset of the second list, i.e. the EIT includes data on programs that will be 
received in the future as well as currently received (Arai-Col. 19, lines 3-40; Col. 
23, lines 17-43). 

Regarding claim 4, Aral in view of Florin teaches wherein the selection 
criterion of step (b) is a selection criterion or a logical combination of selection 
criteria entered by a user on the basis of the criteria of the second list (Arai-Col. 
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31, line 39-Col. 32, line 20; Col. 32, line 35-Col. 33, line 10; Florin-Col. 18, lines 
9-35). 

Regarding claim 5, Aral in view of Florin teaches wherein step (b) 
comprises a step for determining a default criterion or a logical combination of 
default selection criteria, e.g. a user selects an attribute/genre/category (Arai-Col. 
31, line 39-Col. 32, line 20; Col. 32, line 35-Col. 33, line 10; Florin-Col. 18, lines 
9-35). 

Regarding claim 6, Aral in view of Florin teaches wherein steps (b) and (c) 
are repeated for several default selection criteria or logical combinations of 
default selection criteria to create a plurality of default favorite services lists, e.g. 
movies listing, sports listing, etc (Florin-Col. 18, lines 9-35). 

Regarding claim 7, Aral in view of Florin teaches the second list is: - sent 
by transmission on a channel able to be received by the receiver; - accessible in 

the receiver by downloading from a remote server; or - embedded in the receiver 
(Arai-Col. 28, lines 26-46; Col. 28, line 64-Col. 29, line 10; Florin-Col. 10, lines 
45-67). 

Regarding claim 8, Aral in view of Florin teaches the first list is extracted 
from stream description tables included in the stream or streams actually 
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received by the receiver, tlie said stream description tables indicating tlie 
services transmitted in the received stream or streams (Arai-Fig. 3, 4, 12, 40, 41 ; 
Col. 19, lines 3-40; Col. 23, lines 17-43). 

Regarding claim 9, Arai in view of Florin teaches a step of updating at 
least one from among the first and the second list by transmission in a stream 
able to be received by the decoder or by downloading from a server (Arai-Col. 
28, line 27-Col. 29, line 10). 

Regarding claim 10, claim is analyzed with respect to claim 1 . Arai in view 
of Florin further teaches means of storage of a second list of services (Arai-Col. 
28, lines 27-63). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JEREMY DUFFIELD whose telephone number is 
(571 )270-1643. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Thurs. 8:00 A.M.-5:30 
P.M. EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Scott Beliveau can be reached on (571 ) 272-7343. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



8 Sept. 2009 
JSD 

/Scott Beliveau/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2427 



